Humbly offer d to the Conſideration of the | 90 U 18" 


; 
„ f ' : " - 


| Shewing how the Wor ks now executing | 


| | Virtue of an ES 
A& of PARLIAME 3 
56 | Io recover and preſerve the NAVIGATION of the | Fx 
Will deſtroy the NAVIGATION; and occaſion | 
the Drowning of all the Low Lanps adjacent to the fad 
RIVER. Cent OTST) 


Tom INSTANCES of the ruinous Effects N 5 
1 like Worxs have had at the PORTS of „ L0G 


* ; * — 


yu, Rye, Ns iſbech and. palling. 


| 
K 8 
i 8 
> TY. 
f — : . 
4 5 


rr 


muſtrated with a MAP of each of thoſe Rivers, to compare with a MAP 
© of the RIVER DEE, all drawn by Hand. 
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eg IR William Dugdaſe's Hifory of Imbanking and Draining gave 
aan to my enpriring how far Imbanking and Navigation are 
AAPL 


confiſtent with each other; I have made conſiderable Progreſs in a 
Hiftary on this Subject of all the Ports in England: That of the 
1 of Lynn 2 Norfolk 2xd of Draining in the great 
* Level of the Fenns adjacent to that River, I have Publiſhed. 
The Imbanking and Draining there, being done contrary to the Rules of Drain- 
g kath highly prejudiced the Navigation of Lynn, and totally drawned the 


SS 


Counrry, that was before good Summer Land, and which the Adventurers 


2 


undertooł to make good Winter Land. Inſtead of letting the River run ix the 
latveſt furt as Nature had made it, and g it; the Undertakers for 
training Cut a ſtrait Canal of a bigh Situation, and made a Dam, and ſet down 
Sluce croſs the old deep River to force the Waters imo the new ſhallow Ca- 
nal, which Works in two Tears time occafion”'d the total drowning of the Coun- 
try they undertook to Drain; and almoſt deſtroy d the Navigation of Lynn. That 
Corporation and that of Cambridge were very ſenſible of their Danger and Pe- 
tition'd the Commiſſioners C appointed by the Act of Parliament to be Judges 
between the Country and the Undertakeis J agginff the Fenn drainer”'s Dams 
and ſtrait Cuts: And the Commiſſioners promis'd that if they did any preju- 
dice they ſhauld be remov'd, Rut when once they were executed they could never 
get them remov'd, tho they often petition'd the Parliament. (N. B. The Peti- 
tions of Lynn and Cambridge to the Commiſſioners, and the Commiſſioners 
Anſwers are printed at the End of theſe Papers.) Works of the ſame Nature 
as thoſe done at Lynn having been done alſo at Wisbech and Spalding have had 
the ſame ill Effects. And the Imbanking of Salt-Marſhes at Rye, Ipſwich, 
Wells, &c. have proc d deſtructiveto theſe Ports. The Works at 222 Places were 
done fur the gaining of Land, and were neuer fretended to be done for the bene- 
At of Navigation, but here the ſame ſort of Work is pretended to be done for the 
Benefit of Navigation amy This is the only Pore in England that has had 
a Mork of this kind carriad on that End! Indeed I had great reaſon 
to believe it would not have been carried into Execution; and when it was, it was 
expected, it would haue been done according ta the Act of Parliamgnt; which ſays 
that 4 Cauſeway ſhould not be — croſs the River, to raiſe “ or ob- 
ſtruct the current of the River, lat ile Cut ſhould be Deep enough to receive 
the freſb Waters. | 8 
When I came to Cheſter in my way for Ireland, where buſineſs calls me, I was 
' Jurpris'd to find a Cauſeway was making croſs the old River, while the new 
Canal, is ſo very Shallow and of ſo high a Situation, that an ordinary Spring-Tide 
will ſcarcely reach its bottom; and knowing from long Experience and from pa- 
rallel Inſtances of the miſchievous efletts that Works of this kind have had in o- 
ther Ports, I thought it my Duty, (mere eſpecially as I am writing the Hiſtory 
F all aur Ports, ) to apprize the Citizens of Cheſter, and the Land Owners 
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adjacent 0 the River of the conſequences that may attend th eſe W, - t.; That h 
they may not be impos d upon by the popular noiſe of a Navigation, when the latent 


Sign ſeems to be the gaining great quantities of Land from the Sea; and ao & 


th 


Work, and that too, contrary to the Act of Parliament, that will infallibly de- 


groy the Navigation of ſo uſeful a Port, as is the City of Cheſter, to the maniſtſt 
2 of bot Kingdoms ; and alſo will drown the Low Lands adjacent tothe 


River Dee, now rich Meadow and Paſture, perhaps greater in quantity that 


all the White Sands intended to be Inned,. 
If once the Dam be peifected croſs the old River the new One will never le 


* Navigable for Ships, and the old One will Silt up /o faſt that it can never be reto- 


ver'd Again; for [a you will find by theſe Papers it happer'd to the Ports of Lynn 
Rye, N 86500 0 Spaldlag 77 % then ſhould the Experiment of a Work be 
tryed here againſt the Act of Parliament and againſt all the Rules of Navigati- 
on and Draining, when it has been tryed at ſo many Ports, and has deſiroyd or 
highly trejudic d the Navigation of every Place; and totally drum d the Coun- 
try aajacent to thoſe Rivers, eſpecially when a natural and eaſy Method may be 
taken to make the Navigation good and certain, and that too, at ſo eaſy an expence 
that the Tonnage for a term of Tears only, would pay off the Charge? 

» As 1 publiſh theſe Papers prey for the wage Good ,, whenever the Publick 
ſhall require it, a Scheme ſhall be produc'd, for the recovering and preſerving the 
Navigation of the River Dee, withthe Approbation of dur chief Engineers and 
Drainers, cur Admirals, Trinity-Houſe an Royal-Socicty. 

As ſo many of our Ports have been deſtroy d thro ignorance, or deſign, and 

fince 2 great and learned Engineers, as Sir Cornelius Vermuyden, Colonel 


Dodſon, Captain Lovel, Captain Perry and Others, have ſometimes done Miſchief 


to Navigation and Draining, by Works which they confidently Aferted would do 
good; no Man's fingle Judgment ought to be taken, and no Scheme of this Publick 
Nature, ought to be Executed without ſuch general Approbation firſt had. T had 
the Opinion of moſt of them for a Scheme for recovering the Harbour of Bideford ; 


and 1 ſucceeded in the Execution of it, And their general Opinion was had for + 


the Scheme far recovering the Harbour of Lynn, Cc. 


November 13, 1735. 
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Humbly offer d to the Conſideration of the 


PUBLIC K. 


Shewing why the Works now executing by Virtue 
of an Act of Parliament 10 recover and preſerve the Navigation of the 

| River Dee, will deſtroy the Navigation; and - occaſion the Drowning 
all the Lou Lands adjacent to the River, $c, | | 
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Have obſerv'd, that the bottom of the Canal cut thro? the Salt-Matſhes to 
receive the Waters of the River is of fo high a ſituation, that a Spring Tide 
KK which flow'd Eleven Inches higher than the Cauſeway at Cheſter, flow'd 
but Three Foot high at Srotobridge· Sutter in Saltney-Marſh, and but 
Three Inches high at the Croſs Bank in the New cut Canal, which Bank is 
Eight meaſured Miles ** Cheſter Capſeway by Mr. Mackay's Map; and 
the bottom of the Canal there was not Eighteen Inches under Water, there- 
fore the bottom of the Canal at that Place is but Ten Inches leer than tho 
top of the Cauſeway.—— Water requires at leaſt Six Inches in one Mile's de- 
ſcent to flow or move at all [the old Chanel has two Foot per Mile's deſcent 7 
therefore when the River Dee is forc'd into this Canal, by a Caſewway croſs the 
old River before the Water can reach the farther end of it, il riſe ncar Four 
Foot above the Cauſetvay at leaſt; and continue to be that height above it; be- 
cauſe as the greateſt length of the Canal is cut thro a ſtrong Soil, it is hard} 
praQticable by any forceable Scours to grind it deeper; utterly impoſſible for the 
freſb Waters with their ordinary run to do it; and the Spring-Tides will l 
the Canal up, not grind it deeper. r. 

UT indeedbigh Spring-Tides only, can flow thro this Canal, the bottom 
toward the end of the Copp being Thirty Foot higher than the bottom of the old 
Chanel at Park-Gate ; which the Soundings of the River in Mr. Mackay's 
Map witneſs, and hence a Spring-Tide that puts any Water up into the Ca- 
nal, will Ebb out again before the Tide in the O!d-R7oer is fallen off the 
Wite-Sands, and will therefore drop it's Silt, and not grind the Canal; nor 
can it grind the Chanel that is to lead the freſh Waters towards the Sea from 
the end of the Cutz, becauſe all the Tide-J/aters will ſlide out of the Canal 

before the Sands are bare, to receive it into any Chanel. 
As there is no poſſibility of a Canal of ſo great length and of ſuch an af- 
cending ſituation to be ground deeper by the freſb Vater, while every Spring- 

Tide will be ſilt ing it up, there can never be any Navigation thro the Canal 
an ordinary Sprizg-Tide not flowing Two Foot higher, than its bottom- 
And when by a Cauſeway or Dam _—_ croſs the Old. River, the Chanel is 
4 | | bo Eons” 55 eprivd 


EF 
deprivid of its wonted Stock of Back-Waters, it will ſoon be ſilted up to the 
height of the other Sands C the Undertakers expect it will grow up one Inch 
wery Tide) inſomuch that in a Year or ewo's time no Ship can be brought rg 
Fee, nd Nyio· Lake and the Barr will be ſo choak'd by the Flood 
inging in 1h le-Sand, and the Eůõ being rendered roo weak to carry it out; 
that no Shjp will be RO over one or thro? the other in 4 gr 5 Years time: 
N. B. yi River and Outfall was chou d up in Two Trars after liti 
ks were done there) and therefore the making a Dam troſs the old Ri-. 
ver and forting its Waters into the high ſituated new Canal will incoitas. 
bly defiroy the Navigation of Cheſter, and prejudice that of Liverpool; and. 
will orcaſion the Drowning and making Fenns of all the Meadow Land and 
Hat Coutttry, abpve and below Cheſter ridge: A Scope of Country perhaps 
larger than all the White Sands intended to be Inned. 3 
AND that theſe unnatural Works, will produce theſe unnatural Effects 
may be conceived from conſidering.— That as the Barr, Mile Lale and 
the preſent Chanel is kept Nuvigable by the rapid Flow and great Weight of 
the Spring Tides from Sea in their Indrafc toward Cheſter. and into the River 
above the Cauſeway, and into the Creeks in the Salz-Marſbes, and by the for- 
cible Ebb of that Water back again in the Compaſs of the Chanel; molt of ir, 
returning with great Velocity from a great Height, the high. Vater toward 
Chelter being in an ordinary Spring Tide ſixty Foot higher than the bottoms 
o. the River touurdt it's Mouth or in Hy le. Lake; and it being by the Tides 
Ebbing away nearly Low- Water in Hyle- Lake, by the time it is High Water 
at Cheſter, the ſaid Tide Waters in their fall back to Sea drives out the 
Sands and keeps Me- Late and the Barr Navigable: And the Waters put 
| up into the Creeks of the Salt-Marſhes, and that ſoaking thro? the hite. Sandi 
U into the Chanel, joining to the Freſh Naters of the River, and all running in 
1 the Compaß of the Later Chanel keeps it tolerably open upwards : 
j From hence *cis plain that rhe conſequence of turning the Freſh Yaters and the 
tT34es into a narrow and ſhallow Canal, and Imbanking and taking from the 
Sem, all Saltmy-Marſh, and the Whire-Sands, which will hinder ſuch How 
and Reflaw of Waters as now preſerve the Navigation to Sea-ward, will be, 
that the Chaxel, Hyle-Lake, and the Bars, will be filred u. 
Sir Cornelius Vermuyden, writing of Baſton Deeps, ſaith, That the Fhod 
and Ebb of the Sea maintain it. It is not, ſays he, the River of Welland, 
4 (of Spalding) and that of Boον could do it, they are but ſmall Waters, 
<« and the leſs powerful when they came abroad into a vaſt Place, where 
4 they are not to be Diſcerned; ſo that, if it were not for the Ebs of the 
Sea, it would foon Decay. The ſame I fay of Hyle-Late, gc. | 
' THO this Argument alone proves the Prejudice that muſt enſue to the 
Navigation of Cheſter, yet as ſhewing the Effects that Works like theſe have 
had in other Ports may be more convincing, I thall ſhew, pede] cha 
FIRST. That if a Cauſeway or Dam be made croſs the O/d-Charnel and 
the River Dee be forc'd into the high ſituated Neu. Canal, the Navigation 
to Cheſter will be deſtroyd; and the Lom CDuntr adjacent to the Rzver be 
drown'd by the Fyeſber, and be made Ferns, from a parrallel Inſtance ia the 
CCC 
' SECONDLY. That if Sahne - Marßß be fo Imbank'd as to keep the 
Tide out of rhe Creeks, and the Mhite-Sands be Inned from the Sea, the Na- 
oi gat ion to Cheſter will be deſtroy'd from a parrallel Inſtance in the Harbour 
FRE. // ie | 3 
THIRDLY. 'That after Saltney-Marſh is Imbank'd, and the ]/hite-Sands 
are gained from the Se, not only the Naoigation will be loft, but alſo the 
To- Landi above Chefter adjacent to the River Dee — The Roodee, Salt- 
rey+Marſh, and the Lom- Lands adjoining to it, will all be ſurrounded by 
the Freſbet, and their own downfall Waters, and become Frans; from In- 
© ſtances of parrallel Cafes at Niſbecb in the Ile of Ely, and Spalding in Lin- 
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FIRST. . Has is Norfolk is a Fort capable of the greateſt h- Tun 
Navigation of any in England, it's main Niser being v6 Miles in leogrh, 
and it has many Navigable Branches: Is the Sr of fore7s Oduntics and43 
Tupplyd with perhaps tew Times move freſh Water than the River Dos, and 
was ſo deep that the Tide Flaw & five Hours and half, and N fix Hour: 
| bod balfat Ty. 1 % Su 777. VS 3.01500, ER 0260 
BUT a ſtrait and ſhallow Canal was Curr, about Twenty Miles in length 
om Erith to Salters-Lode, and a Dam ant Suse was made erofs the old 
iver at Sajteri-Lode, call'd Denver.-Sluice, ( ſeo the Map of Lynn Barbour ) 
to turn the Freſk-Waters and Tides out of their Low Situation into a high One, 
in purſuance of a Scheme to Drain the.Country ; nor a Scheme to better the 
Navigation. Aﬀer thoſe Works were perfetted, the River to Seaward,from the 
End of that Canal, was in Tuo Tears time ſo choak*d up with Sea Sand, that the 
Low-water-Mark, which was before FourteenFoot lower than the ſurface of the 
"Land, grew up Two Foot higher than the Land, and the Chaxe! and Sands to 
Seaward alſo in Two Tears time grew tp ſo much, that Ships could hardly Sail 
to Lynn with a Sprizg-Tide, which before could turn up with a Neip Tige.' And 
Ships which before rode in Twelve Foot Water at Low-Waternear the Hh, in Two 
Tears after, lay Dry. And as the River was ſo Siked up that the Lows Water 
Mark was Two Foot higher than the Soil af rhe adjacent Lazds,they could nor 
run their downfall Waters into the River; fo that many Thouſand Acres of 
that very Land which the Uzdertakers pretended they would keep Dry in all 
Seaſons, by means of that neu Canal, became totally Drowned : And Sixty 
Touſand Acres of other Land in the Province of Marſb- Land, and in the 
Hundreds of Freebrigge and Clackcloſe, between the lower end of the c ( 
and the Sea, which was before highet above Low- Water Mark there, than 
Saltney-March or any of the Hat Country adjacent to the River Die; are here, 
became Fenxs; And this prejudice to the Navigation and Draining was occa- 
fion'd by a Dam and Slice made croſs the Old River, turning the Freſh-M7aters 
and Tides into a Canal of a high Situation and between Bawks, whereby 
the Indraft of the Tides-from Sea was ſtop'd, and the Harlour was 


deprive 


of the great Stock of Sea · Mater, which uſed before to Flow and Reforw thro? 


IHE Corporation of Lynn and Cambridge; &. have at ſeveral different 
times Petition'd the Parliament for Relief but without Succeſs : Not long 
ſince I was employ'd by all Parties to draw up a State of the Caſs; and it was 
eed by all Parties that the ſhallow Canal ſhould be deſerted, and the Dam and 
Sizice croſs the Old River taken away,and the Waters be turned into their old Courſe : 
But it was found that the old Courſe of the River was ſo choak*d up, that 
they could not find way's and means to raiſe Money enough to do the Work. 
And Lynn and Cambridge could nor procure an Act of Parliament to oblige the 
2 who had done the Miſchief to be at the Charge, and (6 noching 

. THAT River was prejudic'd by turning its Waters into a ffrait Canal 
of a high Situation, without taking Salt-Marſhes from it, or Iyning the 
White-Saxds :. How much more the River Dee which has nor one Tenth part 
of the Freſh Waters will be prejudic'd than That, here being not only a like 
Work to be done, but alſo Salt- Marſbes to be Imbank'd and the Tides ſbut 
dut of its Creeks, and all the White - Saudt to be taken from the Sea, muſt 
needs appear very plain Let may be more apparent from the Caſe of the 
Caſe the Second. Ihe River at Rye its Harbour and Outfall were kept ſo 
deep and open by the Flaw an, Reflow:of the Tides thro' the River, and thro? 
the Creeks of a great Extent of Sait-Marſhes, that Ships rode, and the whole 
2 may have Rode in that auen, in Seven Fathom of Water, at Lows 
Mater. But not many Years ſince thoſe. Marſtes were Imbank'd,” and Slurces 
were ſet down croſs their Chanels, call'd, Craven-Sluice and Scotflat- 0 
; f : Gods, | Which 
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which hindr'd the Flow and Reflow of the Tides (ſee the Map of Rye Hear: 


hour) in conſequence whereof the Sea-Sand ſoon Silted the Harbour quite up; 
ſo that tho the Corporation of Rye, upon Petitioning the Parliament more 
than once, at laſt obtain'd an Act in the Year 1721, to remove all Obſtruc- 
tions, yet They found the Harbour was too much choak'd to be Recover'd 


by any Money they could raiſe by the Tonnage granted by the Aci. And 
Carriages now go over where Ships us'd to Ride in Seven Fathom of Mater at 
Low-Water.——From parity of Reaſon ſoon after the Cauſeway or Dam is 
made croſs the Old. River at Cheſter, and the Freſh-MWaters are turn'd into the 
New Canalwhich is of ſo high a Sityation; that it is a worfe Dam againſt the 
Tides and Freſhes than any Sluice can be, becauſe its bottom is too high to let 
ordinary Spring- Tides put much Water up into it, and too high to let the Freſhes 
run quite out of the River, whereas the Hluces at Rye, opend when the Tide 
EbVd away, and let the Freſh-waters out; and yet, tho by this means they 
had the force of a Scour, they could not keep that Chanel deep, which was deep 
before the Szices were ſet down croſs it ſo that the Harbour was ſoort 
Silted up and loſt. Therefore when the Salt-marſhes and Mhite-Sauds be- 
longing to Cheſter-River are Imbank'd, of neceſſity Hyle-Lake and the Barr 
muſt grow up, and the NAVIGATION bedeſtroy'd for want of a fuffici- 
ent Flow and Reflow of the Tide-water to keep them open, in like manner as 
did the Outfall of Rye. Mn mo g 
And that all the Low-lands adjacent to the River will be Drowned, and 


* 


even thoſe White-Sands which the Undertakers ſhall firſt Gain from the Sea 


will become Ferns, will appear from the Caſe of the Lou-Lands about Wiſbech 
and Spalding. — In theſe Places and at Lyan the Undertakers for draining the 
Country, as ſoon as they had (more by fraud than deſert) got a Title to the Lands 
they were to have as a Reward for their Undertaking, Sold what the 
could of it; reſerving to themſelves, as a Corporation a Power to raiſe on thoſe 
Lands a Tax from Four-pence to Eleven-Groats an Acre fer Annum to defray the 
Charge of maintaining Banks and Drains, upon Nonpayment the ſaid Lands to 
be teired to the Corporation. The Land ſo bought, in a ſhort time became 
ſo Drowned, and continued to be fo, that the Purcheſers for feited it, rather 
than pay a Tax for Land they could not hope to receive any Profit from. And 
that this will be the caſe here of the Lande which the Underrakers ſhall firſt 
gain from ＋ Sea, will I ſay appear from the ſtate of the Lu- Landi about 
Wiſbech, Oc. 5 e mil e 3 EY 
975 the Third. Wiſbech-River was cut Strait from Peterborongb toward 
7 bech, and Imbanked about Fourteen Miles in Length to keep the Mater 
off the Iſle of Ely, not to better the Navigation of Wiſbech : There Draind into 
that River, the Waters of the North-Level, a Country fo richly Fruitful, that in 


the midſt of it; was ſituated the famous Abby of Thorny : Long ago, and at this 


time, the Strait cut is grown up ſo much, chat.Low-water-mark in it, is above 
Faur-Foot higher than the Surface of the Lands in the North. Level, and to Dram 


that Country a Cut or Drain was made lower down toda, call d Shire. drain. (ſee the 
Map f Wiſ bech River) Below the North. Level, were Salt-Marfpes taken Inn 


long ago; viz. (A) and ſince, other Salt-Marſhes have been taken Inn be- 
tween thoſe and the Sa; viz. (B) and now, only the Land laſt taken Inn tis 
Dry; The other Feuns, are drained by Mills, their Downfall Waters not hav- 
ing ſufficient vent to Sea, the River being ſilted up too high to receive them: 


In the Year 1719 another Salt-Marſh at the Mouth of Wiſtech Rive r, called Su- 


ton · Marſh, was attempted to be Imbank d from the Sea, but the County Gentle- 
men, and the Corporation of Adventurers for Draining the Ferns Adjacent to that 

River, Petitioned the Parliament againſt it: The Petition ſets forth, That it ha- 
ving been found by Experience, that the Imbanking of Salt. Marſbes had been 
prejudicial to the River, the Petitioners ap rehended, if this Salt. Marſþ ſhould 


be taken from the Sa, the Ouall would be fo choaked up for want of a juffieient 


quaatiry 
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quantity of Back Water, that none of the Adjacent Low- Landi could Drain by 
x wa Rzver, and the Navigation 4 Wishbech would receive new prejudice, -- 
N. B. The ſaid Marſh is not Imbank'd. Go 
I H E ill Conſequences of taking Inn Salt-Marſhes, will more fully appear 
from the Caſe of Deeping Fenns. P45 te. I” TP PRES 
. Caſe the Fourth: Deeping Fenns, is a Country ſituate above Spalding in 
Lincolnſhire, antiently good Meadow and Paſture ; but in proceſs of Time 
the Salt-Marſhes lying between that Country and the. Sea, were Imbank'd 
for Seven Miles in Length, by which means the Sea Was ſhut out of all 
the Creeks in the Salt-Marſbes, and the River was confin'd in a narrow Courſe 
between Banbs. (Ses the Map of Spalding River, ) Now; and for many 
Years ſince, the Low-Water-Mark in that River is much higher than the Sur- 
face of Deeping Fenns; and a larger chantry isDrowned, cauſed by thoſe Salt. 
Marſhes being Imbank'd, than the Salt. Marſhes contain; and this Country is 
but Seven Miles from the Sea. This ſhews that the firſt Land which the Un- 
dertakers at Cheſter ſhall gain, and which is Twenty Miles from Sea will be 
made a Fenn by the next Salt-Marſh that ſhall be taken Inn, and that Land a 
Fenn by the next Salt-Marſhes that ſhall be taken Inn; ſo that at long run none 
will be good for any thing, but the laſt taken Inn, — — Ex penſive attempts 
have been made to retrieve Deeping- Ferns but in vain, After one Capt. Lo- 
cel faiPd, an Earl of Exeter undertook it; and finding the River was ſilted 
vp too high to receive Deeping- Fenn Waters, he made Turrnells under the 
River and made a Drais thro? the Inland Country to the Sca- Ban and ſo 
co dea, without Succeſss.. ; , „ yy hg | 
- About the Year 1730, Capt. Perry undertook to Drain that Country, the 
Method he took was —— By Sluices ſet down croſs theRzover above Spalding 
(ar OC) to bold up; between the Banks of the River, the Fre/b-]/aters to a 
conſiderable height; and to take in, and hold up high Spring-T ides (for ordi- 
nary Tides could not reach him) and to let the Scour off when 995 Tide was 
Ebb d out of the River: The Proprietors had great Expetlations, but 
when the Scour was let off it only pool'd a depth near the Huice, and threw 
up a Barr. of Sand a little beyond; and tho? the Capt. us'd Poreupi nes and 
other Devices to moye the Sand, yet it ſubſided again at a ſmall diſtance and 
could not be driven out to Sea by the force of his Sour, tho' the River is nar- 
row, and but ſeven Miles long from the S uice to the Sea. So that after an Ex- 
peace of about /i Thouſand Pounds the Work was given over. 

This proves that no artificial Scour can grind and catry Sand ſuch a length 
of way, and that no leſs Force than the Tides bringing in a great height, 
and conſequently great weight of Water, and rapidly Flowing and Reflow- 
ing thro? large Receptacles can keep a Rzver to Sea-ward deep and open: 
And hence it is demonſtrable that the New-Canal of Cheſter can never be 
Scour*'d deeper than it is Cut ar firſt, but inſtead thereof mult be raisd higher 
and higher by the Silt left by the Spring Tides, and the Sediments left by the 
Land Floods; and by thoſe means its Bottom will grow higher than Saltney- 
 Marſhtotheruin of Navigation, and to the total Drowning the Lozw-Cour- 
_ Fry. For ſo it has prov'd in the Imbank'd Canals at Lynn, Misbech and Spal- 
ding, they have all of them grown up in this manner; and the Fore-lands be- 

tween the Banks are rais'd or grown up ſeveral Foot hig her than the Surface of 
- the Land on the other fide of the Banks. | | 

As Werks of the fame kind as thoſe executing at Cheſter have had like de- 
ſtructive Effects in all the Ports where they have been done; as the turning 
the Freſh and Sca Naters out of Broad Rivers into Narrow Strait Imbanbd 
Canals ha ve been deſtructive of the Napigatios of thoſe Ports; and the In- 
ning of Sali. Marſhes have been the occaſion of the Flat Country adjacent to 
thoſe Rivers being drown'd by the High-Country-Waters and their own 
downfall, for want of a Vent for them to Sea. ward, their Riders being ſil - 
ted up too high to receive them; and as the ame Cauſe muſt neceſſarily E 


— 
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Lace he Tame Effect here, that it has done in orher Placer; it i Denonfiras | 
ble that che Forks row Bxeruting at Cheſter will urter ly doſtroy tbe Naviea- 
tion oer the Barr, thro Hyle-Lake, and upon ube River Dee; and willziſo 
by ſilting up the Onrfallhold up the River Water fo high that the Down-fall- 
Vaters of the Low-Lands cannot run into it, and in conſequence thereof 
all the Meadow Land above Cheſter bordering on the. River Dee, and exten- 
ding from Eaton toward Holt and Bangor — will be Drowned and made 
Fenn —— will make a Fenn. of the Roodee by the ſoak of the River thro 
the Banks, and by it's own Downfall —— will flop the Mills at the Cauſe- 
way from Working —— Will alſo cauſe Saltney- Marſh and ali the Low-Lands 
on that fide the Country to be overflow'd ly the Freſhes, and their own 
Downfall-Waters. — And alſo the Firſi Land Imbank'd by the Underta- 
2 * ſoon become a Fenn, as is now the Land finſt taken Inn at Wi- 

15 C. . E ; [ , 
So that beſides the Navigation of Cheſters being loſt, and that of Liver po 
prejudic'd, by Horſe Chanel being Silted up, and the Road of Hyle- Lake in 
which the Kines Ships have been wont to ride deſtroy*d, to the prejudice of 
the Government, a Fruitful Country larger perhaps than all the JVbire Sandy 
intended to be Imbank'd will be drowned and render'd unprofitable. a 


As the Miſchiefs done to Tyn, Rye, Wiſbech, Spalding, and ſome other Ports 


* 
# 


ſhews that this will inevitably be the Caſe at Cheſter, if the Works now im 
proſecution be perfected, and the Dam or Cauſeway croſs the Old Riser 

ſtands: And as the Act of Parliament expreſsly provides That the Under- 

« takers ſhall not make any Cauſeway below gs ſo ds either to raiſe of 

obſtruft the Current of the River. For theſe Reaſons the Cauſeway. ought 

l! not to be made at all; but the New-Canal ought to be dug deep enough to re- 
I ceive the Freſh Waters without their being forc'd into it, if they will execute 

fo pernicious a Scheme; And as the Tonnage only would have been a ſuffici- 
4 ent Reward for the Charge of Executing a Natural Scheme to recover and 
if reſerve the Navigation of the River Dee, ſurely the Tonnage and the Pro- 
| 3 of the Salt-Marfhes and white Sands when Inned will according to their 
It Calculation of the future Profits be ample Reward for the Charge of Execut- 
if ing this Artificial Scheme, and digging the Canal to the depth requir'd by the 
| Att of Parliament; oe Why e "Ip 


by Denver, or thereabouts, which will utterly deſt 


bury, and the reſt of the Gentlemen, that are Commiſſioners for 
Parliament the 29th of Map, 1649. | 


The Humble PETITION of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mon-Council of the Town of Lynn in Norfolk. 


'SunwWETH; 


« Town, and the Inhabitants there have no other livelyhood but by 
« Navigation; and whereas they were informed that the Earl of Bed- 
4 ford and his Participants have reſolved to ſet Sluices over the River Ouſe 

| toy Navigation at Lynn, 
4 and into ſever! of eight Countries unto which the River of Ouſe brancheth 
< itſelf : For it muſt be taken for granted, that the Flood cannot flow higher 
te up the River than the Sluices ; whereas now it flows up to Hartimer,which 
« is Twenty Miles above the Sluices, and there it makerh two foot Water e- 
very Spring-Tide; and the River of Ouſe being fill'd with the Flood twice 
& every 24 Hours, comes down with ſuch a force, having the weight of the 
« freſhes upon the Flood, that it Scours not only the River of Ouſe, but Lyn- 


& T HA T the Town of Lynn hath been, and is a very ancient Port 


- & Haven ten Miles to Seaward from Lyn; ſo that by that means our Haven 


& and Rivers are very Navigable; and if the Flood- Tide be not ſuffered to 
flow as high as formerly it hath done, doubtleſs our Navigation from Lenne 
« to Sea, and from Lenne to Cambridge, and to other Countries, will be ut- 
<« terly loſt, and of no uſe at all; ſo that it will not only be the ruin of your 
« Petitioners, but the Undoing of many in ſeveral Countries. | 


T HE Y moſt humbly Pray, that there may be no Sluices ſet upon the Ri- 
ver of Ouſe to hindet Navigation; and they ſhall ever Pray, &c. ; 


ALSO, this day Mr. Mayor and Mr. Robinſon, reported the Anſwer of 
the aboveſaid Commiſſioners to the ſaid Petition, which, was to this Effect: 


— THAT nothing ſhould be done to the prejudice of theNavigation of Lenne, 
and Cambridge; and that if the ſaid Sluices were to the prejudice of Naviga- 
tion, they ſhould be pulled up again. 1 


A Petition was alſo delivered fromi the Corporations of the Town and U- 


aiverſity of Cambridge, as followeth ; 


A 
FP 
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5 4 Copy of a Petition delivered by 
7 
e 


for draining the great Level of t 


to the Town of Lenne, and from Lenne thither, will be thereby either who 


- 
o 


E 12 1 
Thomas Buck, on the behalf of the U- 
unto the Lords and other Commiſſioners 


| Fenns, at their meeting and Seſſion at Pe- 
terburgh, upon the 24th day of March, Ann. 1650. 


niverſity and Town of af 


To the Right Honourable the Lords, and other the 
Commiſſioners for. the Draining the Great Level of the Fenns. 
The Humble Petition of the ' Vice-Chancellor and Heads of 
Colleges in the Univerſity of Cambridge, together witli the Mayor 
and Aldermen of the Town of Cambridge. 


SHEWE TH, 


7 


be £þ HAT whereas by an AQ for the draining of the Great Level of the 


Fenns, bearing date the 29th of May 1649, it is order'd, that the 
ſaid work, ſo much tending to the publick Good, may proceed and 
& be Proſecuted with Juſtice, Equity, and Effect; and whereas it is in the ſame 
© AQ in Special provided, that the faid Work be done without Prejudice to 
© the Navigation in certain Rivers therein named, whereof the Rivers of 
« Grant and Ouſe are two, Principally conſidered : Your Petitioners being 
e informed by the Works already begun, and intended to be Proſecuted, the 
« Navigation in the ſaid two Rivers, as to the Conveyance from R 
ly taken away, or very much obſtructed; in regard the ſaid River of Ouſe, 
« which, by its joining itſelf with the River of Grant, doth many ways main- 


. © tain the ſaid Navigation, will be altogether; or in great part, diverted to 


another Courſe; as likewiſe the Navigation between the Town of Cam- 


bridge and the Town of St. Ives, Huntingdon, and divers others by the 
River of Ouſe, will be greatly interrupted; whereby not only the ſaid U- 
4 niverſity and Town of Cambridge will be wholly undone, and all the ad- 
e jacent Countries greatly damnify'd and Impoveriſn'd, but alſo a great Pre- 
judice will thereby befall to a great part of this whole Nation, by the Stop- 


« page of the General Commerce at Sturbridge Fair. eos 
« YOUR Petitioners therefore holding themſelves bound by their ut- 


e moſt endeavours to keep off ſo great a Miſchief and Ruin, and ſo far as in 
them lyeth to acquit themſelves unto Poſterity that they have diſcharged 
*« their duty herein, do Humbly beſeech your Honours ro take the premiſes 


into your Serious and timely Conſideration, and to take ſuch Order, that 
“ ſufficient Security may be given, and ſuch Proviſion made, that we and 
& our Succeſſors may have cauſe to bleſs your Care and Juſtice, and to pray 
« for all Advancement to the Work. 3 3 


And Four Petitioners ſhall, Eci 


Benj. Whichcot; Procun- e 
Will. Bryan, Mayor. 


A Copy of an Order then made by the ſaid Commiſſioners, upon 


their ſerious Conſideration of the ſaid Petition. 


« PON ſerious Conſideration thereof the Commiſſioners do .declare, 
« | that the Undertakers are to take ſpecial Care of-Navigation at their 
«6 Peril, the Act of Parliament having fo provided for the Preſervati- 


on of the lame. And in caſe the ſaid Undertakers ſhould miſcarry therein, 
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& the Commiſhoners will then Proceed to give Satisfaction according to the 


« Power given by the faid Act, anfwerable to the Damage the ſaid Univerſi 
« and Town fall receive thereby. It | Rags 


| A N D the Adventurers gave Security, that they would not prejudice Na- 
vigation. | 


HAVING theſe Aſſurances given by Commiſficners, appointed by Act 
of Parliament to be Judges between the Undertakers and the Country, &c. 
and having Security from the Undertakers, the Corporation of Lenne and of 


the Univerſity and Town of Cambridge could not avoid Submitting, tho? 


fearing the Conſequence they with impatience waited the Event. 
AND the Undertakers for the General Draining of the Fenns proceeded to 
erect Sluices, ( faith Sir William Dugdale) upon the River of Great Ouſe, near 
Salters-lode, beneath the Mouths of all the Navigable Rivers that have their 
Courſe thro? the Sourh Diviſion of the Fenns, viz. Grant, Mildenhall, Bran- 
don, and Stoke, that fell into Ouſe: Whereby the Paſſage of the Tide into all 
the ſaid Rivers, which were wont to be filled twice in every 24 Hours, was 
wholly kept out for at leaft 26 Miles of their uſual Flow. | 


The Adventurers executed theſe N. or ks, 


1. Contrary to all the Rales of Draining. . . TR 

2. Againſt the Opinion of the moſt knowing and Judicions Artiſis of thoſe 
Times: Some of them averr'd, that it was impoſſible to Drain by Sluices; and 
declared that the Undertakers muſt in Time deſert theſe Artificial Works, and 
Imbank the natural Rivers. But to fave the Charge of making and maintain- 


ing ſuch Banks, tho? they had 95,000 Acres given to them and their Heirs for 


ever, to enable them to bear ſuch Charge, they built Denver Dam and Sluices, 
and turned the River into a ſtrait Canal, &c. by a Decree of their Corporation, 
( Anno 1650, ) the Majority but one ſingle Vote. 

No ſooner where theſe Nuices erefted, and the Tides by them ſhut out of 
their ancient Receptacles, (viz) the Rivers Ouſe, Stoke, Brandon, Mildenhall 
and Grant, that they flow'd into before, and fill'd Twice in every Twenty 
Four Hours; which great Quantity of Water, in its Return back to Sea, fol- 
lowed by the freſh Waters, kept the River, Haven and Chanel open in the 


{ame Manner as the Tides and Freſhes keep open the Thames, Humber, and all 


other great Rivers : 5 | ee 
I fay, no fooner were theſe Sluices erected, but for want of their uſual great 
Stock of Back Water to ebb through them, they immediately ſilted up from 


% 


the faid Sluices quite to Sea. Inſomuch, 2 


2. That in Two Years time Ships could not Sail between the Sea and Lyan, 


but with Spring-Tides only: Whereas before the could with Neip-Tides. 
2. In the . — there was but the Depth of Two Feet at Low-water, 
where Ships us'd to ride in the Depth of Twelve Feet at Lo.. water. 
3+ The Rzver between Juan and the Sluice, had its Bottom rais'd with 
Sand Ten Feet High in Two Tears Time, and remain d ſo, as appear*d by ſound- 
ing the River near Salters-lode, at a View of the Commiſſioners of Sewers, 
in Preſence of the late Sir H. Hobart, Sir F. Turner, R. Walpole, Eſq; &c. In 
Conſequence whereof, there could be no Inland Navigation but with Spring 
Tides only; and then with flat Bottom Boats of ſmall Burthen only (where 
large Keels were formerly uſed;) So prejudicial was this ſtrait Cut and 
theſe Sluices, (5c. to Navagation, 3 | 
And to Draining, they were more pernicious; for the Land-waters could 
not get to Sea, the River on Lynn Side the Sluices being ſilted up too high to 
receive their Waters ; ſo that rhe Level of the Fens in its Downfall Water, and 


by Breaches of the new. Beaford Banks, became entirely drown'd, —— _ 
CN Ee: 5 fo | VVV that 


: 
[ 
| 
i 
| 
' 
' 


that the Iahabitants ſuſtained Leſſes to. the. Value of 109,950 Poundsandurk 
Wards, to the utter Ruin of many of the; as the Caſe of the. Land · holders 
ſer forth: And the Petition of the Province Mayſh-Land, and the Hundreds 
and Parts adjacent to the River Ouſe, between the Fenns and 1 complain. 
ed of their being grieyouſly annoyed with Water. 
Thus Spring-Tides and La a which keep open and naturally. mains 
tain the and, wide Channels of Thames, Humber, &c. and which us'd to 
keep open the Ouſe, do now by :mearnis of thefe Works choak it- up, infomuch 
that the Bottom of the Oufe (which was before the Adventureſhip 14 Feet 
K nder Soil, is now rais'd higher than the Superficies of the Fenns; fo tat the 
loods that deſcend the Hundred Foot Cut in Winter, and conſtantly overflow 
the unimbank'd South Level, are hemm'd in and confin'd there all the Sum- 
mer, and there ſtagnating; great Part of that Diviſion of the Fenns is uſually 
3 Feet under Water at May-day. © : 
Thus the Level of the Fenns which was before the Ad ventureſhip good and 
profitable Summer, Land; has long been;and | is now by means of their Works 
drowned and impoveriſhed. | 
And the Adventurers have not only drowned the Fenns which theyſunder: | 
took, and ſtand oblig'd to drain, but alſo 650co Acres of Land in Marſbland! 
and the Hundreds of Freelridge and Clackcloſe, that were before their Un- 
dertaking rich Meadow and Paſture of greater Value than the whole South 
Level of the Fens. See the Maß of Lynn River. 
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7 be Petition of the 2 if Rye e 10 the rau 
ment, A. D. 1701. 


H 15 petitionets ſay — That ths Tide us d to Pow from the faid Hara 

1 buur up the River Rother Twent) Four Miles, whereby, and by the Re- 

fur thereof, the Harbour was kept open, &c But o late Years ſeve- 
| ral Perſons have Inned ſeveral Acres of Land, which belong to the ſaid 
Harbony ; and have built Flood. gates, and have made Crol's Walls (or Copps,) 
which hinder the Tides from Flowing and Reflowing in the River Rather; 
whereby the Hubb (or Silt or Sea Sand) is ſtopped in the Harbour, fo that there 
is not three Fathom at Lou-water where there uſed to be Seven Fathom; and 
thereby the ſaid Harbour grows worſe every Year. 

In the Year 1721 the Harbour of Rye was quite Choaked and that Corpora- 
* obtained an Act of Parliament for their relief. 

The Act faith That for preventing the utter Loſs of the ſaid Harbour! 
it is neceſſary to open the ſame, and to let the Tide have free Courſe thro? cer- 
rain Slzices near the ſaid Harbour call'd Scotch Flat Sluice and Cravan Juice. 

See the 2 24 of Rye Harbour. 
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HE Hiſtory of the Antient and preſent State of the Navigation of 
: 1 the Port of King's-Lyzn, c. and of Draining the Great Level of 
the Fenns, erll'd Bedford-Level. With the Scheme to recover that 


Harbour and Drain the Fenns. May be had of Mr. Peter Potter, 
Bookſeller in | Cer . 
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